Yeshiva University – Stern College

Misrash – The Worldview of Hazal
JUDS 1874 – Fall 2009

Rabbi Dr. Richard Hidary

Office hours: Tuesday and Thursday 3:00-4:00PM or by appointment. Please email rhidary@yu.edu with any questions or concerns.

This class will delve in the worldview of Hazal as presented in the Talmud and Midrash. We will cover the topics of predestination and fate versus freewill,  forgiveness and repentance, suffering and punishment, reward and afterlife, marriage versus learning Torah, the evil inclination and the reasons for the commandments. For each topic we will analyze selected texts from the Talmud and Midrashim in order to survey the range of opinions on each topic as well as appreciate the literary devices and arguments used in making each case. We will also trace the backgrounds of these opinions in Tanakh and in Second Temple literature as well look forward to how some Rishonim dealt with the Talmudic sources.
In addition to a midterm (40%) and a final (40%) your grade will be determined by written assignments (10%) and your level of preparation and participation (10%). You are allowed two absences and three lates. Further lateness and absence will cause your grade to be adversely effected.
Written assignments: The topics covered in this course are probably very relevant to most of our lives. Since learning is not only about transferring information but also about transforming ourselves, these assignments are meant to encourage you to think about the material we are studying in a more personal way. You must choose two units out of the eight we will cover (one before the midterm and one after) and write a three page response paper that relates to any of the texts or readings from that unit. The paper should summarize our analysis of a specific source or set of texts or reading, explain how it relates to your own outlook based on previous education, other sources, or personal conviction, bring an example from your experience when this topic was relevant, and/or anything else you think about it. Feel free to be creative. Papers are due one week after we finish each unit.
Unit I - Introductions

1.
Thursday, August 27

Introduction to Methods
On Learning Aggadah (sourcesheet)
2.
Tuesday, September 1

Introduction to Texts
Reading: Abraham Joshua Heschel, God in Search of Man. New York: Ferrar Strauss and Giroux, 1976, pp. 336-340.

Lawrence Schiffman, From Text to Tradition. Hoboken: Ktav, 1991, pp. 177-200 and 220-239.

R. Abraham ben ha-Rambam, Introduction to Aggadah (Hebrew or English)
Unit II - Predestination, Fate and Freewill

3.
Thursday, September 3

Predestination and freewill in Tanakh and Second Temple Literature (sourcesheet)

Reading: Encyclopedia Judaica, “Providence.”

4. Tuesday, September 8

Predestination and freewill in the Talmud (sourcesheet)

Reading: Israel Abrahams, “Marriages are Made in Heaven,” The Jewish Quarterly Review 2:2 (1890), pp. 172-177.

5.
Thursday, September 10

Astrology in the Talmud (sourcesheet)

Encyclopedia Judaica, “Astrology.”

6.
Tuesday, September 15

Rambam – Mishneh Torah, Eight Chapters, Letter on Astrology

Encyclopedia Judaica, “Freewill.”

Unit III - Forgiveness and Repentance

7.
Thursday, September 17

Teshuva in Tanakh
Ephraim Urbach, The Sages. Cambridge: Harvard, 2001, 462-471.
8.
Tuesday, September 22

Teshuva in Hazal
9.
Thursday, September 24

Availability of Forgiveness (sourcesheet)
Richard Hidary, “Make Yourself Available to Forgive,” Tebah High Holiday Reader.
Encyclopedia Judaica, “Foregiveness.”

Sukkoth Break

Unit IV - Suffering & Punishment

10.
Tuesday, October 13

Suffering in Tanakh – Book of Job
Skim the Book of Job, focus on the beginning and the end.

Bring a Tanakh to class.
11.
Thursday, October 15

Suffering in Tannaitic Literature

Mathew Schwartz, “The Meaning of Suffering: A Talmudic Response to Theodicy,” Judaism 32:4 (1983), pp. 444-51.
12.
Tuesday, October 20

Suffering in Amoraic Literature

Yaakov Elman, “The Suffering of the Righteous in Palestinian and Babylonian Sources,” The Jewish Quarterly Review 80 (1990), pp. 315-339.
13.
Thursday, October 22

Suffering and Punishment according to the Rambam

14.
Tuesday, October 27 – Midterm
Unit V - Reward & Afterlife

15. Thursday, October 29
Afterlife in the Bible

Simcha Raphael, Jewish Views of the Afterlife. Northvale: Aronson, 1996, pp. 41-75.
Tuesday – Friday schedule

16.
Thursday, November 5

Afterlife in Second Temple Literature

17.
Tuesday, November 10

Afterlife in Hazal

Raphael, Jewish Views of the Afterlife, pp. 117-140 and 156-162.
18. Thursday, November 12

Do the Dead Know What Happens on Earth?

19.
Tuesday, November 17
Afterlife according to Rambam

Marc Shapiro, The Limits of Orthodox Theology: Maimonides’ Thirteen Principles Reappraised. Oxford: Littman Library, 2004, pp. 149-56.
Unit VI – Marriage vs. Torah
20.
Thursday, November 19

Reading: Valer, Shulamit. Women and Womanhood in the Talmud. Translated by Betty Rozen. Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1999, 51-76.

Rubenstein, Jeffrey. Rabbinic Stories. New York: Paulist Press, 2002, 139-145.

21. Tuesday, November 24

Reading: Boyarin, Daniel. Carnal Israel: Reading Sex in Talmudic Culture. Berkley: University of California Press, 1995, 142-66.
Thanksgiving

Unit VII – Evil Inclination
22.
Tuesday, December 1

Boyarin, Carnal Israel, 61-76.

23.
Thursday, December 3

Urbach, The Sages, pp. 471-483.

Unit VIII – Reasons for the Commandments

24.
Tuesday, December 8

Urbach, The Sages, pp. 315-399.
25.
Thursday, December 10

cont.
26.
Tuesday, December 15

cont. 
Final – Tuesday December 29th at 9:30AM
