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A myth is an expression of the sacred in words: it reports realities and events for
the origin of the world that remain valid for the basis and purpose of all there is.
Consequently, a myth functions as a model for human activity, society, wisdom,
and knowledge... A myth, whether its subject is the acts of deities, or other

extraordinary events, always takes us back to “beginnings of all things”, hence the

11
cosmogony, the birth of the world, is a principal theme.
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“The development of Rabbinism is portrayed by Scholem as a “hypertrophy of
ritual” probably because of the gradual loss of contact with nature which caused,
inter alia, the replacement of the natural year by the historical year;”
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The more we know about primitive religions the more clearly it appears that in

their symbolic structures there is scope for meditation on the great mysteries of
religion and philosophy”47
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No particular set of classifying symbols can be understood in isolation, but there

can be hope of making sense of them in relation to the total structure of

. . . . .M
classifications in the culture in question.
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Expectations and conceptual commitments influence perceptions both in everyday
life and in science. Man supplies the categories of interpretation, right from the
start. The very language in which observations are reported is influenced by prior
theories. The presuppositions which the scientist brings to his enquiry are reflected

in the way he formulates a problem, the kind of apparatus he builds, and the type

53
of variable he considers important.

1PHan R PRY 02230 00 :MMpn2 TINODR DW WINWA PP IRXA 2INR Q°"Pan
54
"2771 T DI0DIAN Pha Mt MR ]’3’7 M2 MPXI MT2W Oa MMpn 1°2

no’N NAWYH DM DXYA 07 PIDOW DNV DOINR WA 0w NN Yan

> nnaa ovwn
'TWRA PYIAT ITROOR DWW IN2°N02 MR CNw P2 0277 1°R2n 198 NIYLY IN21Wwna
NON0IPI MYAYNT NN 2°9°W°IIRT L,NIRIINT ONIWNRT IR DD nwnn v
DTN NTO9 72 OARIR DRI 'Y NAAT NIANIRD T 9% 2°20 Lt oIpnk
MIP°2T 217 7Y [ NORD DWW NIPAwR PRIV 0I°H2 O9WH NIRIAY

T°997% 572 372 PR 727971 ,'1IN0°20 DA L INIV0Y N0 NR 0N MR S0

56
NI DW AWRT PYIAT DR

53
.95 /0y, ¥ 1 11 7172

54
115 - 114 ;37 0y ,0W

55
T2 MINONT NN NN 104 — 93 Yy NINOIN OOTT NN .D¥IDN MDTT D) NT NYVY

NV HY DIPDY” (170 7mY) AW )T D) TN .DTNOON DY D101 DN DMIDDNN NYavnN
N NON ,TINY 92 NTNIY MPN DINDN DY NNIOD NOPWN DOV ;1722 DYn NN MN'T

AT MNN OY ,DTRD MNN DY PNNIN NDMIN TINND NYIN
56
NONYA NTNOON DY INTNIY NN MM PHY LW qON Y 127 - 126 Y ,NTININ OTT

DTNOYN NYTY .NY2NN SYTHI DAINK DIMINNND D993 YIDYW MWYY 1P MNTH PN DN

- (X1 Yy ,0o1372)

A religious phenomenon will only be recognized as such if it is grasped at its own

level, that is to say if it is studied as something religious. To try to grasp the

essence of such a phenomenon by means of physiology, psychology, sociology,
linguistics, art or any other is false...
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“they were to offer burnt-offerings and sacrifices of thanksgiving to God in those days

bearing in their hands a bouquet composed of myrtle and willow with a branch

of palm, along with fruit of the persea.” Antiquities, p. 435 (3, 10, 4).
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